
   

        

Incident Report from Dropped Extruder Head 

Wednesday, technicians were in the plant to repair a leaking extruder nozzle that was not 

properly torqued when installed. The extruder head was dropped on to the top of the molds 

and displaced two molds, moving them down from their mounted position. 

Investigation Report 

No injuries or damage occurred when the extruder head was dropped, and the head was 

re-rigged, and the work was completed in the time allotted. Preliminary findings suggested 

that the rigging straps did not have the proper load rating needed for such work. With the 

straps in hand and inspected, the tag rating from the manufacturer indicated that they 

were properly rated and were not damaged or abraded in any way that would cause a 

premature failure. Additionally, the way they were used allowed for a maximum load rating 

of 6400#. More than enough for the extruder head with two straps in basket. 
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Investigation Findings 

After some additional investigation, and a brief search for the manufacturer it was found 

that the rigging strap failure was due to heat. The machine had been running all morning, 

and the die head was heat soaked at operating temperature. I contacted the manufacturer 

of the strap and found that the maximum heat rating for the strap had been exceeded by 

150° F. The operating temperature of the head is 355° F. According to the manufacturer rating for the 
strap the maximum heat load is 200° F. 
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